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 xvii

Foreword

This book is written primarily for those studying law at undergraduate level and for those 
pursuing law at an equivalent standard. Although, given its subject matter and the con-
temporary controversies relating to the workings of the British constitution and political 
system engendered by the Brexit crisis, it provides a general reader for those interested and 
seeking more detailed information about the great constitutional and political debate cur-
rently facing the nation.

The author of the book has thirty-five years’ experience of teaching and publishing 
material in constitutional and administrative law at under and postgraduate levels. 
Through this, he has gained a thorough understanding of the educational needs of those 
coming to this subject area of law for the first time and of how to present the relevant mate-
rial in a logical, clear, concise and easily comprehensible style and to strike the right bal-
ance between vague over simplicity and excessive complexity.

From the outset, students of the law should be aware that it does not, as some might 
suggest, consist of little more than a set of long-established ‘black and white’ rules, to be 
learned ‘off by heart’. In reality, this is far from the case. Many legal disciplines, of which 
constitutional and administrative law is a very good example, are composed largely of a set 
of more general principles, the exact elements of which may sometimes appear to lack 
absolute clarity and around which there may remain some debate. Nor does the law, par-
ticularly that relating to the constitution and process of government, stay the same for 
long. Rather, it is subject to a constant process of reassessment, analysis, criticism and 
change.

The approach to all of this in the pages that follow is to state clearly the essence and 
origins of the various principles in issue and only then to move to identification of any 
areas where additional clarification may be required. This done, illustration is given to the 
practical application of all such principles and variations of them by detailed reference and 
discussion of the principal judicial decisions in which these matters have been considered.

Those reading the text will find that many of the cases referred to will be of compara-
tively recent origin, a good number of which will relate to the main constitutional, politi-
cal and legal issues of the times, including, of course, the consequences and implications 
of the UK’s withdrawal from the European Union.

It is hoped that you will find the content of the pages that follow both interesting and 
useful.
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